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Internet Safety: Acceptable Use Policy

The aim of this Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) is to ensure that puplls in Our Lady of the Wayside N.5.
will benefit from learning opportunities offered by the school’s Internet resources in a safe and
effective manner. Internet use and access s consldered a school resource and privilege.

It is envisaged that school and parent representatives will revise the AUP regularly. Before signing,
the AUP should be read carefully to ensure that the conditions of use are accepted and understood.

This version of the Acceptable Use Policy was created in Februany 2016,

We believe that a combination of supervision, site selection, site-filkering, the development of a
responsible attitude to the use of the internet in pupils and working In partnership with parents, as
the mast suitable approach to the successful use of the internet in our school. Before puplls are
allowed access to the Internet In school parents will be sent an explanatony letter and the rules,
which form our Intarnet Policy. An agreement form must be signed by both the child and the child’s
parents and returned to the school before Intemet access is allowed. it is assurned that the parent
accepts the terms of the AUP unless the school is spedifically notified.

School's Strategy

#  Filtering software s wsad in order to minimise the risk of exposure to inappropriate material.

#  Virus protection software will be usad and updated on a regular basis.

# The use of personal mermory sticks, CO-ROMs, or other digital storage media in school
requires a teacher's permission.

&  Internet sessions will always be supervised by a teacher.

& Students will treat others with respact at all times and will not undertake any actions that
riay bring the school into disrepute.

¢ Al users are asked to note that the school resenves the right to monitor, filter and Intercept

all traffic passing through or stored upon the school network; this includes email and web
a0cess. Logs of internet activity will be recorded and monitored.

World Wide Web




The Internet has the potential to provide access from the classroom to educational resources within
Ireland and many parts of the world. The benefits of internet access in schools incude

Research for dasswork [ projects as assigned by the teacher
Access to libraries, online references ,art galleries, museums
Wisits to sites with suitable and appropriate educational content
Publishing and maintaining a school website.

Guidelines

Pupils will receive training In the area of intermet safety.

Full teacher supervision should be maintained where pupils are engaged in using the
internet.

Students will not intentionally visit Internet sites that contain obscene, illegal, or othersisea
objectionable material.

Students will report accidental accessing of iInappropriate materals in accordance with
school proceduras.

Students will use the Internet for educational purposes only during class time.

Students will not copy information into assignments and fail to acknowledge the source.
Students will never disclose or publicise personal Information.

Downloading materials or images not rebevant to their studies, is in direct breach of the
school's acceptable use policy.

Students will not send or recetve amy material that is illegal, obscene, defamatory or that is
intended to annoy of intimidate another person.

Students will not reveal their own or other people’s personal detalls, such as names,
addresses or telephone numbers or pictures.

Students will note that sending and receiving emall attachrments is subject to permission
from their teacher.

Students will not have access to chat rooms, discussion forums, messaging or other
electronic communication fora.

School Website

Pupils will be given the opportunity to publish projects, artwork or schoolwork on the School
Website .

The publication of student work will be co-ordinated by a teacher.

Personal pupil information, home addresses and contact details will not be published on the
school website.

Class lists will mot be published.

Pupils’ full names will not be published beside their photograph.



« Digital photographs, wideo clips and audie clips will focus on groups and group activities
rather than on individual pupils.

# Permission to publish a student’s work will be sought from pupil/parents/guardians. This
permisshan may be withdrawn at any time.

Soacial Media

The safety of our children on the web is of utmost importance so the following rules apply to the
schiool and parents.

® Ay messages written on sockal media are treated in the same way as written messages to
the school_
Avobd any negative conwersations about children, staff or parents on social media acoounts.
Please do not request to “friend” a member of staff in the school. The staff would like to
keep their personal lives personal. It may be awkward for a staff member to be asked to
ignore a Facebook or other soclal network request.

Personal Devices

Pupils using their own technodogy in school, such as leaving & mobile phone turned on of using it in
class, sending nuisance text messages, or the unauthorised taking of iImages with a mobile phone
camera, still or moving is in direct breach of the school"s acceptable use policy. Please see mobile
phone policy for further informathon

Ratification

This policy was ratified on 27" March 2017



Permission Form:

Please review the attached school Internet acceptable Use Paolicy, and sign and return this
permission form to the office.

Schood Name:

Narme of Student:

Student

| agree to follow the school's Acceptable Use Policy on the use of the Internet. | will use the Internet
in & responsible way and obey all the rules explained to me by the school.

Student's Signature: Date:

Parent/Guardian

A5 the parent or legal guardian of the above student, | have read the Acceptable Use Policy and
grant permisshon for miy son or daughter of the child in my care to access the Internet. | understand
that Internet access |s intended for educational purposes. | also understand that every reasonable
precaution has been taken by the school to provide for online safiety but the school cannot be held
responsible If students access unsuitable websites.

| accept the above paragraph [ I do not accept the above paragraph
(Piease tick s oppropaate )

In relation to the school website, | accept that, if the school considers it appropriate, my child's
schoolwark may be chosen for inclusion on the website. | understand and accept the terms of the
Acceptable Use Policy relating to publishing students’ work on the school website,

| accept the above paragraph [ I do not accept the above paragraph [
(Pleass tick os apprograte |

Signatune:

Signature: Diate: --eemmmmeeeeeee

Address: Telephone:




Dear Parent/Guardian

Re: Inbernel Permission Form

As part of the school's education programme we offer puplls supervised access to the Internet. This
allows students access to a lange array of online educational resources that we belleve can greatly
enhance the learning experience.

However, access to and use of the Internet requires responsibility on the part of the user and the
school. These responsibilities are outlined in the school's Acceptable Use Policy (enclosad). It Is
important that this enclosed document ks read carefully, signed by a parent or guardian and
returned to the school.

Although the school takes active steps to promote safe use of the Internat, it recognisas the
possibility that students may accidentally or deliberately access inappropriate or objectionable
material.

The school respects each family's right to decide whether or not to allow their children access to the
Internet as defined by the school's Acceptable Use Policy.

Having read the terms of our schoof's Acceptable Use Policy , you may like to take a moment to
consider how the Internet is used in your own home, and see If there is any way you could make it
safer for your own family.



Appendix A:
April 2020

In light of the current situation with Covid 19 some classes will be using Google Classrooms
and Zoom, this term to engage with distance learning.

Google Classrooms is an online learning platform which is operated by Google and we are
seeking your permission to engage with your child via these platforms. Google classroom is
a virtual learning space. This learning space will be led by the class teacher. It allows the
teacher to set activities for the class to work on either individually or collaboratively at home.

In setting up your child’s Google Classroom account, you are providing consent for your
child to engage with his/her teacher and classmates on this platform. You are also providing
consent for your child’s work to be stored on Google Classroom. Please contact your child’'s
class teacher if you have any queries in relation to this.

If we do not hear back from you we will take it that, in setting up your child’s Google account,
you are giving your parental consent.

Some teachers will also be using Zoom with their classes to provide the opportunity for the
children to see one another and keep in touch with the school community.

Again we are seeking your permission for your child to participate on this forum.

If we do not hear back from you we will take it that you are giving your parental consent.



